
SAMPLE COMMENTS/RESPONSES:  

Note: Responses can be significantly shorter than these examples, but the examples below indicate that responses to classmates’ 

projects (or responses to responses) must be substantive, providing thoughtful and thought-provoking contributions to the course.  

Comment on a classmate’s project: 

I had never thought of a sitcom about war.  Death and comedy, at least on television, seemed 

contradictory.  But after watching episodes of Hogan’s Heroes from the late 1960s, I had to change my 

mind.  Unlike standard “family shows” like Father Knows Best and Sanford and Son, this half-hour comedy—

set in a prisoner of war camp (not a labor or concentration camp)—made me think about how audiences in 

the 1960s remembered World War II. I know from this course that the war influenced the late 1940s and 

the 1950s, but now I am wondering about how much it affected the 1960s.  John Kennedy served in World 

War II and was still a young man when he was president, so many other veterans had to be around in the 

1960s. How did they see a TV show about Nazis—and that involved people dying?  (147 words) 

Response to the comment: 

I can see your point; however, I was not that surprised.  Television today is full of explicit reality shows, 

comedy routines using four-letter words, dramas with sex and violence, and soap operas with women 

sleeping with men and their fathers!  And, of course, video games can be quite violent.  So, a situation 

comedy set in a war did not surprise me.  I did some checking, however, and I found out that many people 

were upset about it because they did not distinguish POW camps from concentration camps where millions 

of Jews and other people were killed.  Apparently, because the actors who played Nazis had escaped 

Germany before the war and demanded that the Germans in the show never “win” or look good and 

because one of the prisoners had been in a concentration camp, some of the opposition to the show 

ended.  My guess is that the show was either really good (meaning funny) or people got distracted by other 

shows or issues, but Hogan’s Heroes lasted six years; so something must have had an effect. I checked with 

my parents, but neither of them remembers the show. Does anyone know what happened? Did concern 

about Vietnam make people not care about World War II? (205 words) 

Response to the response: 

I don’t think that Vietnam had any effect, but “changing tastes” did, at least according to AV Club at 

http://www.avclub.com/article/ihogans-heroesi-unceremonious-finale-comes-from-th-96053.  The show’s 

final season was the first for the more “sophisticated” M*A*S*H and the Mary Tyler Moore Show. Also, the 

AV Club article has the following explanation for the acceptance of a “funny” war show: “Though the show 

wasn’t serialized, it did expect its audience to become familiar with characters’ traits and habits over time: 

Schultz’s gullibility, Klink’s cowardice, Burkhalter’s bourgeoisie tastes, and so on. That’s how the production 

originally got around the criticism that it was trying to sell the viewing public ‘funny Nazis.’ In the world of 

Hogan’s Heroes, the Germans were primarily just petty bureaucrats, trying to get through the day and head 

home. The show wasn’t as overtly anti-war as M*A*S*H would be, but it did make fun of the business of 

war, by turning Klink into another harried sitcom dad and Hogan into his precocious teenager.”  This 

reference to dad and teenager makes sense; I can certainly see the similarity to Father Knows Best’s father 

and son. However, Hogan was always outwitting Klink and, especially after season one, he did so with a fair 

amount of contempt and seriousness of purpose. (206 words) 

http://www.avclub.com/article/ihogans-heroesi-unceremonious-finale-comes-from-th-96053

