
THESIS STATEMENTS & TOPIC SENTENCES: 

A thesis statement speaks for the entire essay; it “unites” all argument 

and evidence in the essay. It tells the reader what follows; the reader 

knows what will (and will not) be addressed in the essay and can, as a 

result, decide to read (or not read) the essay.  

Nothing should be in the essay unless it supports the thesis statement. 

If a thesis statement is actually a thesis statement, it controls the essay that 

follows in the sense that everything else in the essay directly relates to and 

builds it. 

 

A topic sentence is a sub-thesis statements; it provides the main idea of a 
paragraph (i.e., the paragraph’s purpose) in relation to the overall thesis of the 
essay. Like a thesis statement, it makes a claim about what follows, this time 
just in a single paragraph. It announces what the following sentences support, 
explain, or clarify with evidence and analysis.   

If a topic sentence is actually a topic sentence, it controls the paragraph that 
follows in the sense that everything else in the paragraph directly relates to 
and builds it. Everything in the paragraph must relate to it—or else the 
paragraph loses focus and its argument is confused, if not lost. 

In academic writing, a topic sentence appears at the beginning of its 

paragraph, usually as the first sentence. (Such placement helps the reader 

know what to look for and focus on, but it also helps the writer stay focused.) 

 

fast food, profit, and "forget sauce": 

Like a thesis statement, a topic sentence makes a claim of some sort. 
As the thesis statement is the unifying force in the essay, so the topic 

sentence must be the unifying force in the paragraph. 

http://www.uottawa.ca/academic/arts/writcent/hypergrammar/thstatmt.html#thesis%20statement


These two sentences show how the reader can compare thesis statements 

and topic sentences: they both make a claim and they both provide a focus 
for the writing which follows. 

Further, as is the case with the thesis statement, when the topic 

sentence makes a claim, the paragraph which follows must expand, 
describe, or prove it in some way. 

Using the transitional word "further" to relate this sentence to those 
preceding it, I expand on my topic sentence by suggesting ways a topic 

sentence is related to the sentences that follow it. 

Topic sentences make a point and give reasons or examples to support 
it. 

Finally, I wrap up the paragraph by stating exactly how topic sentences act 
rather like tiny thesis statements. 
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