
HIST 300 A8 -- The Home Front:  

The United States during World War I 

WEEK 2 
 

REQUIRED WRITTEN WORK: 

For each week, complete ONE project, TWO observations, and TWO responses to classmates’ work. 
 

Complete the project listed at the end of the week’s calendar. Submit as a 550-750 word essay Word 

attachment through Slack (#wwi as direct message to the instructor). 
 

Choose two items on the calendar indicated by an asterisk. Submit a 275-425 word observation on each on 

Slack (#wwi). Classmates will respond through a “thread”/”comment.” 
 

Respond (in 150-200 words) to two observations (or responses) by classmates on Slack (#wwi). 
 

***Use of Slack is explained in an instructional video on the course website and on Slack. In addition, Slack’s 

“help” pages provide simple directions for a wide variety of options and tasks. 

 

DEADLINES: 

PROJECT: 11:59 p.m. Wednesday (submit as Word document on Slack—to instructor as direct message). 

 Instructor’s feedback (on voice-over video) will be provided by 11:59 p.m. Friday. 

PROJECT REWRITE: 11:59 p.m. Sunday (submit as Word attachment on Slack—to instructor as direct message). 

OBSERVATIONS: 11:59 p.m. Tuesday and 11:59 p.m. Friday (submit as Word attachment on Slack #wwi) 

I.e., at least one observation must be completed/posted in each half of the week in order to provide classmates 

opportunity to respond. 

RESPONSES: 11:59 p.m. Wednesday and 11:59 p.m. Sunday (type into Slack message box as comments to classmates’ 

observations/responses) 

 I.e., at least one response must be completed/posted in each half of the week. 

*** A RESPONSE SHOULD REVEAL THAT THE WRITER HAS DONE MORE THAN READ HIS/HER CLASSMATE’S OBSERVATION; 

A RESPONSE SHOULD REVEAL FAMILIARITY WITH THE WEEK’S READINGS AND FILMS. WHENEVER POSSIBLE, A RESPONSE 

SHOULD EXPLICITLY REFER TO THE WEEK’S ASSIGNMENTS, EXPANDING ON THE OBSERVATION, ITS “SOURCE,” AND 

RELATED READINGS/FILMS. 

WEEKLY SUMMARY: 11:59 p.m. Sunday (submit as Word document to the instructor on Slack as direct message). 

 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday  Friday  Saturday  Sunday 

11:59 p.m. 11:59 p.m.   11:59 p.m.   11:59 p.m. 
   

Observation Response    Observation   Response 
     

Project        Project 
            Rewrite 

(Return of   
 project with   WEEKLY 

        feedback)   SUMMARY 

“Title” each document 

according to instructions      

on course website. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asterisks indicate readings/films that can be discussed in Observations. 

All readings and films are required. 

 

 

 

Week 2: Progressivism for War and Peace: Politics, Production, Propaganda 

Topics:  
  Antiwar/pacifism/conscientious objectors  

Voluntarism/Propaganda 
Citizenship 

  
Readings/Films/Websites: 
 

World War I: Supporting the War (9:34)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBlwLnfzRus 
[a short, straightforward overview of key actions at home in response to and in support of the war] 

Gompers, Labor’s Service to Freedom – 3:22 minute recording (and transcript) 
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/D?nfor:1:./temp/~ammem_gydx::@@@mdb=mharendt,mal,mcc,afcpearl,nfor  
[a short statement of labor’s support of the war, i.e., despite perceptions of labor as radical and even disloyal] 

[Posted as] World War One: On the Homefront  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=66qby2EUOGA   [The first 9:30 minutes are assigned in week 

4; beginning at 9:30, the last five minutes of the film cover responses to and restrictions on speech, press, 
ethnicity, politics, etc.] 
 
 
 
 

 

 

        OVERVIEW TEXT TO BE USED THROUGHOUT THE COURSE 

Americanyawp.com 

AND 
 

National World War I Museum and Memorial: time line 
 
https://www.theworldwar.org/explore/interactive-wwi-
timeline?gclid=Cj0KEQjwte27BRCM6vjIidHvnKQBEiQAC4Mzrfs2V9mzGPc8XX7653yAMu
uzWqQt1aX-kX85NhZKyp8aAiwk8P8HAQ 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBlwLnfzRus
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?nfor:1:./temp/~ammem_gydx::@@@mdb=mharendt,mal,mcc,afcpearl,nfor
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?nfor:1:./temp/~ammem_gydx::@@@mdb=mharendt,mal,mcc,afcpearl,nfor
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=66qby2EUOGA
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXwqaH0pXQAhVG7SYKHTQ5B5AQjRwIBw&url=https://vintagraph.com/collections/wwi-posters&psig=AFQjCNHgERp7f4FZOxSsv_cw7-oLYFy-Iw&ust=1478573581395135
https://www.theworldwar.org/explore/interactive-wwi-timeline?gclid=Cj0KEQjwte27BRCM6vjIidHvnKQBEiQAC4Mzrfs2V9mzGPc8XX7653yAMuuzWqQt1aX-kX85NhZKyp8aAiwk8P8HAQ
https://www.theworldwar.org/explore/interactive-wwi-timeline?gclid=Cj0KEQjwte27BRCM6vjIidHvnKQBEiQAC4Mzrfs2V9mzGPc8XX7653yAMuuzWqQt1aX-kX85NhZKyp8aAiwk8P8HAQ
https://www.theworldwar.org/explore/interactive-wwi-timeline?gclid=Cj0KEQjwte27BRCM6vjIidHvnKQBEiQAC4Mzrfs2V9mzGPc8XX7653yAMuuzWqQt1aX-kX85NhZKyp8aAiwk8P8HAQ


REQUIRED READINGS: 

*Trommler “The Lusitania Effect: America’s Mobilization against Germany in World War I,” 

German Studies Review (2009). ILL/website [despite what the title might imply, this article is about a 

wide range of issues related to “the domestic war”] 

*Van Schaak, “The Coming of the Hun! American Fears of a German Invasion, 1918,” 

Journal of American Culture (2005). [compare to Hickey article: reveals public’s fears] 

 “Subliminal War,” Military History (2010). [posters] 

*Hickey, “The Prager Affair: A Study in Wartime Hysteria,” Journal of the Illinois State 

Historical Society (1969) ILL/website [what is patriotism in a time when any criticism or suspicious 

behavior or origins equals disloyalty?] 

*Johnson, “Wilson, Burleson, and Censorship in the First World War,” Journal of Southern 

History (1962). [the federal government’s efforts to control/limit antiwar or anti-government views and 

actions] 

*Eberle, “Conscription and Conscientious Objectors in North America during World War I,” 

Mennonite Quarterly Review (2017). ILL/website [poor copy but a valuable article] 

*Lopez, “American Red Cross Posters and the Cultural Politics of Motherhood in World War 

I,” Gender, Place & Culture (2016). ILL/website [compare to Price and Hovey article and to Collins 

article; they seek to define citizenship in one form or another] 

*Early, “Feminism Peace, and Civil Liberties: Women’s Role in the Origins of the World War 

I Civil Liberties Movement,” Women’s Studies (1990) [do not get bogged down in all of the names 

and organizations; a couple of each weave through the article and help it make its argument about wartime civil 

liberties concerns/efforts] 

*Orwig, “Persuading the Home Front: The Communication Surrounding the World War I 

Campaign to ‘Knit’ Patriotism,” Journal of Communication Inquiry (2017). ILL/website [see 

Early article for a different response of women; see Lopez article for a different effort to create “appropriate 

feminine citizenship”] 

*Price and Howey, “Nation, College, Wartime: Archaeology at a WWI Student Army 

Training Corps Camp at New Hampshire College,” International Journal of Historical 

Archaeology (2016) ILL/website [this article includes a fair amount of explanations related to the “dig”; 

skim those pages for the sentences that relate to the article’s argument about creating a particular kind of 

soldier] 

*Tunc, “Less Sugar, More Warships: Food as American Propaganda in the First World War,” 

War in History (2012). [week 3 and 4 will deal more with food and with gender issues, but this article also 

deals with propaganda to help soldiers and to unite the domestic population] 

*Nash, “’An American Epic’: Herbert Hoover and Belgian Relief in World War I,” Prologue 
(1989) https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1989/spring/hoover-belgium.html 
[another type of voluntarism in support of Europe] 
 
*Collins, “This Is Your Propaganda, Kids: Building a War Myth for World War I Children,” 
Journalism History (2012). [Consider its definition and history of propaganda when reading other articles] 

 
NOTE: IF YOUR DATABASE SEARCH INDICATES THAT AN ARTICLE—NOT INDICATED ABOVE AS ILL—IS ONE THAT 
MUST BE OBTAINED THROUGH ILL, PLEASE INFORM THE INSTRUCTOR IMMEDIATELY. 

 

https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1989/spring/hoover-belgium.html


PROJECT FOR WEEK 2: 
 
Using the week’s readings/films, clarify the thinking of Americans who supported and opposed 

the war. Why did they think and act as they did?  What were they afraid of? What were they 

hoping to achieve (in the war, for themselves, and for their country)? 

As did the week 1 project assignment, this question expects use of the week’s readings, 

not merely one or two articles, a short video, or “general knowledge.” 

It is asking for synthesis of the week’s materials and analysis. “Stand back” and look at 

the war years as a whole, remembering (of course) that you are explaining, not judging. 

 

Do not document material in essay unless you quote. For quotations, include documentation information 

in parenthesis.  

** See website for instructions for parenthetical documentation.  

Add a list of the week’s sources that you used (i.e., not part of your word count). The bibliography should 

suggest your familiarity with the week’s assignments (as well as, when appropriate, those of week one). 

See Chicago Manual of Style and library’s short guide for correct bibliography form. (Instructional 

video is on the course website.) 

 


