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A. CONTACT INFORMATION 

Instructor: Prof. Claudine Ferrell 

Office Location: Monroe 217 

Office Hours: most evenings (i.e., 7:30-10:30 p.m.), including weekends. Available for in-person and 

phone/online meetings. 

Office Phone: 540-654-1476 

E-mail: cferrell@umw.edu  

** Slack: direct message for submission of “projects” and weekly summaries and for basic questions/issues 

Website: homefrontwwi.ferrellhistory.com 
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B. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

HIST 300 A8 looks at the United States during the Great War. The war began in August 1914, but the U.S. 
did not enter it until the spring of 1917.   During the first almost three years of the conflict, Americans 
continued their focus on Progressive reform under a reform-minded Democrat, Woodrow Wilson, a former 
Princeton University president who served two years as governor of New Jersey before becoming president 
of the United States in the four-candidate 1912 election. He announced official American neutrality “in 
thought and in deed” when the war in Europe began and continued his focus on domestic reforms while 
seeking to bring the conflict to a mediated, victor-less end. He won reelection in 1916—in part on a party 
slogan that “he kept us out of war” (a slogan that he realized was unrealistic); however, not only did his 
efforts at mediation fail, but German submarine warfare drew the country into the devastating conflict. The 
focus on domestic reform ended, but the Progressive faith in experts and government carried into “a war to 
end all wars.” The national government’s efforts to organize American resources and population grew out 
of wartime needs and Progressive faiths; the population’s commitment to the effort were mixed, with 
concerns for limits on individual rights and with concerns for protecting Americanism meaning attacks on 
the country’s enemies at home.  Regardless of the service of hundreds of thousands of American men (and 
women) and regardless of widespread fear and censureship, life in the United States continued: fashion, 
sports, film, radio, etc. both responded to and continued on despite the almost two years of American 
fighting and the loss of 110,000 American lives. 
 
The course counts as an elective in the history major. 
 
It completes a writing-intensive requirement. 

 

C. REQUIRED TECHNOLOGY 

Computer; high speed Internet access (such as DSL, cable, wireless) as some assignments and projects 
involve audio and video; and a supported Web browser (Internet Explorer, Firefox, Safari, Chrome). 
 

Course content is available on the web and documents are in Microsoft office 2008. Media is accessible on 
most platforms. All special tools for the course are web-based; all materials are available on mobile devices. 
 
Students are required to have a UMW campus account (NetID). This account is also used at UMW to read 
and send e-mail, register, check the degree evaluation and transcript, etc. The NetID and password for 
Canvas are the same as the UMW login.  
 
Although communication between students and between students and the instructor will be through Slack, 
students need to check their UMW e-mail periodically. They may forward their UMW mail to another e-mail 
address. 
 
See the course website (homefrontwwi.ferrellhistory.com) for: 
 

1) Video overview for each week 
2) Announcements and supplemental information  
3) Course syllabus and weekly calendars  
4) Rubrics, checklists, and samples  
5) Readings not available through Simpson Library databases 
6) Video instructions 

 
 
 
 
 



** Through the course website, students will access instructional materials. 
 
** Through Slack, students will post “observations” and responses to each other’s work. 
 
** Through Slack, students will submit “projects” and weekly summaries to the instructor and will receive 
feedback from the instructor. 
 
** Through Canvas, students will access their course grades. 
 
Information on the “technical” and logistical side of the course—e.g., using Slack and library databases—is 
provided through short instructional videos on the course website. Students encountering problems should 
make an appointment with the Digital Knowledge Center, called the DKC (see below), or contact Jess 
Reingold in the IT department (jreingold@umw.edu). 
 
 

D. COURSE STRUCTURE 

 

This course is delivered entirely online through a course management system, Canvas, through Slack, and 
the course website: homefrontwwi.ferrellhistory.com. 
 
It is structured in weekly sections over five weeks.  Each week begins at 12:01 a.m.  Each week in a five-
week summer session is equivalent to three weeks of a fall/spring semester. 
 
Each week begins with a short (approximately 5-minute) video introducing topics and relevant points about 
learning objectives and readings/resources.  
 
“Discussions” through observations and through responses to observations are a critical part of the course. 
Classmates’ perspectives on issues are intended to broaden the course and promote thinking and learning, 
as well as ensure connection between individual learners and the instructor. 
 
The class uses Slack (which each student will be “invited” to join) for posting “observations,” responses, 
group and person-to-person messages, and individual note-taking. 
 
**Such a structure and such “interactions” depend on students’ ability to stay up to date and complete 
projects, observations, and responses in a timely manner, as well as encourage others through analyses, 
questions, and suggestions.  Such encouragement also comes from respectful and supportive contributions. 
 

 
E. COURSE OBJECTIVES AND LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Ability to: 
 

 Analyze sources and arguments. 
 Think independently. 
 Write with clarity. 
 Comprehend historical processes. 
 Utilize technological resources. 

Specific WI objectives and goals: 

 Demonstrate satisfactory knowledge of the varying strategies to convey arguments, main ideas and   
   support/evidence 
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 Demonstrate satisfactory knowledge of the varying patterns of composition organization and develop-    
   ment 
 Demonstrate satisfactory knowledge of the audience, the role of the writer, and rhetorical strategies 
 Demonstrate satisfactory knowledge of writing conventions and correctness. 
 

 
F. GRADES AND GRADING POLICIES 

 
40%    4 Projects (1 each, weeks 1-4)                10% each 

 Overall average lowered up to a half-letter for each Writing Center requirement not met. 

30%    9 Observations (2 each, weeks 1-4; 1, week 5)     approx. 3 1/2 % each (graded weekly) 

15%    9 Responses (2 each, weeks 1-4; 1, week 5)  approx. 1½% each (graded weekly) 

15%    Final Project/”Exam” 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
= 100% (0-59 = F; 60-66 = D; 67-69 = D+; 70-72 = C-; 73-76 = C; 77-79 = C+; 80-82 = B-; 83-86 = B; 87-89 = B+; 90-92 = A-; 93-100 = A) 

 

Other assignments—e.g., weekly summaries of work, autobiography, responses to classmates’ 

autobiographies, etc.-- will raise or lower course grade depending on their completion and quality. 

Late work:  

Late projects—original and rewrite—affect the rewrite’s grade (5 pts. per 12 hours or part thereof). 

Late observations and responses affect final grades for each. 

Late weekly summaries, autobiographies, etc. affect the final course grade based on frequency, 

extent, and impact on classmates/instructor. 

Feedback/comments and grades; 
 

Projects: within 24-48 hours of submission. 
 
Observations and responses: response usually within 24 hours of submission; grade at end of week.  
 

** IMPORTANT: ALL projects and observations must be completed in order to pass the course; at least 
eight of nine required responses must be completed in order to meet course requirements and pass the 
course. 
 
** IMPORTANT: Pay close attention to deadlines. There are no make-up or extra-credit opportunities. 
 
 

G. REQUIRED MATERIALS 
 

All course instructions, readings, films/videos are available through the course website, through UMW 
library databases, or through various on-line sites (as indicated on the course calendar). Instructions are 
provided on the website (through “handouts” and videos) for using the databases. 
 

 

 



H. COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 
Keeping up:  In a short five-week summer course, students need to internalize a wide variety of 
developments, concepts, and general information in a short period. As each week in a summer session is 
the equivalent of three weeks in a fall/spring term, students need to remember that, compared to a 14-
week term, a summer session allows no cushion for falling behind or for failing to do all of the assignments 
designed to promote learning and development of skills.  Thus, essential for all students is good planning 
and self-discipline.  Both should help students overcome unexpected internet outages, family disruptions, 
illness, etc.   
 
Students who have trouble keeping up with assignments, projects, and comments should contact the 
instructor as early as possible. They should be proactive in informing the instructor when difficulties arise 
during the course. (See below regarding withdrawing from course.) 
 
Discuss with the instructor (by e-mail, by phone, or in person) planned absences, problems regarding 
submission of requirements, and failure to complete requirements. 
 
TIP: Do not wait until the last minute to submit projects and comments.  
 
Technical problems with computers or internet connection may lead to missing deadlines.  
 

**Such problems do not negate the late penalty. 
 

 
 
SUMMARY OF REQUIREMENTS AND DEADLINES: 
 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday  Friday  Saturday  Sunday 

11:59 p.m. 11:59 p.m.   11:59 p.m.   11:59 p.m. 
   

Observation Response    Observation   Response 
     

Project        Project 
            Rewrite 

(Return of   
 project with   WEEKLY 

        feedback)   SUMMARY 
 

 
 
 
Submission of writing assignments:  
 

Observations and comments/responses must be posted for the class on Slack (#wwi). 
 

Responses/comments: All must be submitted within the relevant week as threads to 
observations.  

 
** Responses/comments submitted after the relevant Sunday at midnight will not be 
credited. 
 

 



Projects: All projects must also be sent as a Word document through Slack to the instructor as a  
direct message. 

 
Projects must be submitted by the relevant deadlines (11:59 p.m. Wednesday and 11:59 p.m. 
Sunday) unless special permission has been requested and received before the due date. 
(Extensions will be given only for unusual and serious situations.) 
 

 

Autobiography: 
 
This ungraded assignment is due at the start of the session in order to introduce students to each other and 
to the instructor. It is ungraded but required, posted on the class channel on Slack (#wwi) for all students to 
read and respond to. Failure to complete and post the autobiography will affect the final course grade, as 
will failure to respond to classmates’ essays. (It is not necessary to respond to all autobiographies; however, 
each student should “connect” and interact with at least three or four of their classmates.) 

 
 
 

Reading and Film Assignments: 

Students must complete all readings and watch the films/videos. All assignments are the foundation for 
projects and are the subjects of observations—and thus for student comments/ responses to classmates’ 
observations.   
 

** While a student may address a single reading or film in his/her “observations,” classmates are 
expected to refer to others in their responses. 

 
** Submitted work will be reviewed and graded with this requirement in mind. References to a range of  
readings and films—explicitly or implicitly—must be obvious in submissions. 
 

         *          *          * 
 
** It is important that students do not write about the same topics in all of their weekly work. Doing so 
will impact the course grade. 

Projects:  
 
One project a week for weeks 1-4 = interpretive and analytical essays (550-750 words, i.e., approximately 2 
pages excluding documentation), based on weekly assignments; they are not reviews or summaries or 
unfocused narratives of what “interests” the writer. Students should engage the material; think about it; 
determine an “answer” and what is needed to back it up. They are expected to use all types of sources 
provided by the course (in the relevant AND preceding weeks). 

 

Submitted by 11:59 p.m. Wednesday; feedback provided by 11:50 p.m. Friday; rewrite due by 11:59 p.m. 
Sunday. 
 
Process: Wednesday’s submission must be complete. An incomplete project will be penalized at least one 
letter grade. In itself, it is not graded as the project grade is strictly for the rewrite; however, any late 
penalty or “incomplete” penalty will be deducted from the rewrite. 
 
See detailed instructions on the course website. 
 



See rubric on the course website.  
 
See Project Checklist on the course website. 
 
See Writing Checklist on the course website. 
 
See instructions and tips on thesis statements, paragraphing, topic sentences, focus, and documentation on 
course website. 

Projects must follow Chicago/Turabian formatting. 
 

Observations: 

Observations (two a week, except one in week 5; total of 9) = short overviews/analyses (275-425 words, 
with identification and summary to help classmates, to support argument, and to demonstrate to the 
instructor familiarity with critical facts and ideas/concepts). Students need to demonstrate their reading 
and understanding of an article, film, etc. They should do so by relating the topic/source to previous ones 
or to others assigned for the week. To avoid any confusion, in the intro of the observation, they must 
identify the author, title, and date of their source.   

This assignment is less formal than the project (and thus will include use of first person); it is intended to 
help ensure that students complete foundational “assignments” which are critical for putting all of the 
pieces together over the five weeks of the course.  

An observation provides a student’s critical analysis of a reading/film. He/she should consider such 
questions as: What is its argument? What does it assert and use as evidence? How well does it 
make its argument? How effective is its evidence in supporting that argument? Is another argument 
possible from the evidence provided? Are there problems with the comprehensiveness of the 
evidence? With the quality of the sources? Does the reading have a clear thesis? Does it keep its 
focus? How useful is its clarification of people, events, etc. that it draws into its story or argument? 
How does it relate to assignments or topics from previous weeks or to other assignments for the 
week? If the student looked up the reading/film’s author/maker, did he/she find something that 
suggests a lack of objectivity? If the topic of the observation deals with historiography (which many 
articles and even films will), how well does the author/maker present a case for needing his/her 
study?  

** Post through Slack on the class channel (#wwi) as a Word document. 

See sample on the course website. 
 
See rubric on the course website.  
 
See Observation Checklist on the course website. 
 
See Writing Checklist on the course website. 
 
See instructions and tips on thesis statements, paragraphing, topic sentences, focus, and documentation on 
course website. 

Observations must follow Chicago/Turabian formatting. 
 
One observation must be posted by 11:59 p.m. Tuesday; the second must be posted by 11:59 p.m. Friday. 
Such a split week allows time for classmates’ feedback (see “Responses” below). 
 



Timing submissions: Students are strongly encouraged to complete and post observations throughout the 
week. ** See weekly deadline schedule on first page of each week’s calendar. 
 
 

Responses: 
 
Responses (two a week, except one in week 5; total of 9) = feedback on a classmate’s observation (or 
response to an observation). Such responses require being familiar with the subject of the writing (i.e., with 
the article, film, etc.) by completing all (required) “assignments.” Responses should be supportive but also 
challenging.  
 

Comments must be 150-200 words and must be substantive, not merely stating a version of “I like this” or 
“I agree with this.”  
 

Students can commend a classmate for a thoughtful and informative submission, but they must also 
provide feedback for writing an even stronger observation and gaining a better understanding of the 
week’s topics and assignments. Linking to other course readings/films will help with this latter task. 
Challenging other people’s ideas (and thus having one’s ideas challenged) is an essential ingredient of 
critical thinking and of learning. That said, students must challenge carefully in a manner that encourages 
healthy debate. In these responses—as in all course writing and communication—students must be civil, 
respectful, and professional.  
 
** Post through Slack on the class channel (#wwi) by typing the response into the message box as a 
thread to an observation or another response. (See instructional video on the course website and “help” 
instructions on Slack.) 

Deadlines: The deadline for one response is 11:59 Wednesday; the deadline for the other is 11:59 p.m. 
Saturday.  
 

To be most useful to writers and classmates as feedback and “discussion,” postings should be 
spread out through the week.  

 
The instructor will provide feedback on selected comments, with each student receiving at least one 
response from her each week.  
 
The instructor will provide a weekly grade for the responses. 
 

 
Week and Course Summaries: 
 
At the end of each week (deadline: 11:59 p.m. Sundays), students must submit a list of their week’s work:  

 
 for projects: topic and date of submission 

 for observations: topic of reading/film, date of posting 

 for responses/comments: classmate’s names, date of posting 
 
** Build a list by adding each week to the previous weeks’ list of projects and responses/ comments. By the 
end of the course, students will have their final list ready for submission and ready for consultation in 
writing their overview (see below). 
 
See sample on the course website. 
 



**At the end of the course (deadline: 11:59 p.m. Thursday of week 5), students must submit a list of ALL 
course work and a 350-500 word overview/evaluation essay about their contributions and 
accomplishments (i.e., not a project-by-project, or week-by-week summary). 
 
** Submit through Slack as a direct message to the instructor. 
 
 

I. PARTICIPATION AND COMMUNITY 
 

Students are expected to demonstrate engagement with classmates and with required assignments 
(readings/films). They should answer classmates’ questions, ask questions to promote analysis, and 
contribute helpful content to help clarify thinking and understanding.  
 
** All postings must be respectful and considerate of classmates’ perspectives and work. Remember that 
the person receiving your comment/response is someone like you, i.e., someone who deserves and 
appreciates courtesy and respect. Also remember that your comments/responses (as well as your 
observations) reflect on you. Before you post them, make sure that you are proud of them—of both their 
content and their tone.  With that in mind, be careful about using humor and sarcasm.  Minus voice 
inflection, facial expression, and familiarity with a person, your comments/responses can say something 
very different than what you are trying to convey.  Make sure that you are not misinterpreted.  
 
Use nonjudgmental language, specific questions, examples, and references to facts.  Provide suggestions 
for improvement. See samples on course website. 
 
All postings must be grammatical and carefully proofread.  
 
 

J. HONOR CODE 

All written work must be the student’s own work.   

** No one other than a librarian, a Writing Center or Digital Knowledge Center consultant, or the instructor 
can help with an assignment unless the student receives prior permission from the instructor. 

** Pledge all posted items.  (Simply typing “I pledge” in parentheses at the end of submissions—projects, 
observations, responses—is sufficient and conveys your adherence to the Honor Code.) 

 
 

K. COURSE COMMUNICATIONS/INSTRUCTOR’S RESPONSIBILITIES 

Slack, E-mail, and Phone: 
 
** Use Slack direct messaging to the instructor for all basic communication.  
 
** Students must speak with the instructor directly at the end of week two and week four. They may do so 
by phone or in person. Make arrangements by Slack direct message.  Students who live in Fredericksburg or 
can come to the Fredericksburg campus are urged to consider an office appointment.  
 
Weekly Introductions: 
 
By Saturday morning, the instructor will post the calendar for the coming week, as well as a short overview 
video (with transcript) of the week’s topics, assignments, and requirements.  These overviews will stay 
posted for the entire course so that students can recheck them at any time. 



Response Time:  

The instructor will reply to questions and provide feedback on (and grades for) projects within 24-48 hours. 
(Feedback on the first project submission each week—due by 11:59 p.m. Wednesday—will be provided by 
11:59 p.m. Friday.) 
 
The instructor will provide feedback on each observation and a weekly grade for observations. 
 
The instructor will not respond to every response/comment but will reply to each student at least once a 
week—and will provide a grade at the end of each week.  
 
 
 

Announcements: 

The instructor will post various relevant announcements on the course website and on the course channel 
on Slack (#wwi).  These can include changes (both additions and deletions) in the schedule and 
readings/films. 
 
** Students should check for announcements (and other postings) at least once a day. They should also 
make Slack available on their computers and on their mobile devices in order to receive timely information 
through that service. 
 
 

L. SUPPORT AND RESOURCES  

 

Help-Desk: The Help Desk is located in room 112 on the first floor of the Convergence Center. Questions 
and concerns can be submitted at (540) 654-2255 and helpdesk@umw.edu. 
 
http://technology.umw.edu/info/ provides information on and help with net id/password, e-mail, Canvas, 
connecting (laptop/phone) to UMW, and software/hardware. 
 
 
Digital Knowledge Center: The center is located in room 408 on the fourth floor of the Convergence Center. 
It provides peer tutoring on digital projects and assignments. The center offers one-on-one and group 
tutorials on subjects relating to common systems, technologies, and tools used in UMW courses. When a tutor is 
available, the Center also provides walk-in assistance. 
 

Hours are Monday 1:00-6:00 p.m. and Tuesday-Thursday 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.  

 

Book appointments at http://convergence.umw.edu/digital-knowledge-center/. 
 
 

Writing Center: The center is located in room 430 on the fourth floor of the Convergence Center. 
 
 ** Each student must meet with the Writing Center at least twice—once during weeks 1-2, once during 
weeks 3-4. Meetings can be in person or on-line. 
 
 To schedule an appointment either online or in person, call Dr. Gwen Hale at 540-654-1036. 
 
Students may also schedule an in-person appointment for the Fredericksburg Campus location (ITCC 430) at 
http://academics.umw.edu/writing-fredericksburg/schedule-an-appointment/ 
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Online Option:  Students can book a virtual meeting via Google Docs. You may simply choose the Online 
option on the online scheduling page. Simply be sure you give the Google Docs URL and permission to 
share.   
 
 
Library: Students should take advantage of a variety of resources available through UMW’s libraries. 
 
On the library’s website, students can access assigned articles. (See the instructional video for using UMW 
databases on the course website.) 
 

** Journal articles not available in full-text are posted on the course website. If they are not, inform 
the instructor. 

 
Through the databases, students can also access the Chicago Manual of Style. It is the style used by the 
discipline of history.  It covers such basic items as punctuation, capitalization, numbers, and abbreviations, 
as well as documentation and bibliographic form. (See instructional video on course website.) 
 
Simpson Library summer hours: 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 8 a.m.-noon Friday. 
 

 
Office of Disability Resources: This is the primary office to guide, counsel, and assist students with 
disabilities.  If you receive services through that office and require accommodations for this class, please 
make an appointment with the instructor as soon as possible to discuss your approved accommodations. 
Any information will be held in strictest confidence unless you give permission to do otherwise. 

If you have not made contact with the Office of Disability Resources and have reasonable accommodation 
needs, the instructor will be happy to help contact them.  The office will require appropriate documenta-
tion of a disability. 

Office of Disability Resources     401 Lee Hall 540-654-1266  ods@umw.edu 

 
M. UMW DEADLINES/REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO THE COURSE 

 
It is students’ responsibility to know relevant deadlines: for withdrawing with no resulting transcript 
notation, i.e., no “W” (May 30), for withdrawing with a “W” and for changing to or from Pass/Fail (June 5), 
and for withdrawing from all courses during the session (June 20). 
 
** If students wish to drop the course, they must do so through Banner or in person in Lee Hall. If they do 
not officially drop the class, they will receive an “F.” Failure to submit course work does not equal officially 
withdrawing from the course. 
 
Students may request an incomplete (“I”) for the course.   
 
 
 

N. POTENTIAL CHANGES 
 

** IMPORTANT: This syllabus—along with course assignments, projects, and due dates—is subject to 
change (although no major change is likely).  
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It is each student’s responsibility to check the course website, email, and Slack regarding corrections 
or updates to course materials and requirements.  
 
Any change will be clearly noted in a website and Slack announcement (and, in some cases, an e-
mail message) and in the title of a revised posting. 


