
Summer 2017: Final exam/projects 
These projects require no new reading; they use the readings and films from weeks 1-5. 

They also use the observations, responses, and projects submitted by each student. Now, each 

student needs to think through course assignments and their previous submissions to present 

their end-of-course understanding of the home front during World War I. 

Thus, each student’s job is to rethink, write, and rewrite. Obviously, those who did not do all of the 

readings, etc. have more work to do. As noted in a Slack message, the instructor will carefully read 

projects to determine the thoroughness of students’ use of course requirements. (She will also 

note if problems and errors pointed out in previous submissions are being repeated. Ideas are not 

clear if not presented clearly; and repetition of problems is distracting for readers. Finally, this is a 

writing-intensive course. Final projects should demonstrate that.) 

All course checklists, instructions, guides, etc. apply. 

 

1) Using week 5’s readings as your foundation (but employing ideas and evidence from earlier 
weeks, especially week 1, when appropriate), explain how the United States—government 
and people—felt about and responded to the war in Europe in 1914-1917. 
 
Maximum: 750 words. 
 
Submit as direct message to instructor on Slack: 
 
Title document: your last name final project 1 (e.g., Smith final project 1). 
 

2) Historians frequently label the Korean War as America’s “forgotten war.” Others have 

challenged this label, applying it to the War of 1812 and to the so-called Philippine 

Insurrection. In contrast, according to historian Niall Ferguson, World War I is the true 

“forgotten war,” a “surprising” situation “considering the extent of the American 

contribution to the war, and its effect on American society” (emphasis added).  

Using ALL of the course readings and films, support Ferguson’s argument about the 

importance of World War I in terms of its “effect on American society.” 

All of your projects for the course have focused on this angle. Rewrite, revise, and add to 

your work in order to create a single overview essay—with a useful and appropriate 

thesis—that supports Ferguson’s argument. 

Word count: 1200-1500. 
 
Submit as direct message to instructor on Slack: 
 
Title document: your last name final project 2 (e.g., Smith final project 2). 

 
Both projects are due by 11:59 p.m. Thursday, June 22. 



 

 


