PLAGIARISM

(Adapted from the University of Mary Washington Honor Code)
PLAGIARISM - - Presenting the (a) language (words), (b) ideas, or (c) facts of another person as one’s original work.

“Copying or imitating the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another and pre-senting this material as one’s original work” (Honor System Guidebook and Constitution).
COMMON KNOWLEDGE - - Information that is not necessarily known to a reader but that can be quickly accessible to him/her.  The reader must be able to check its accuracy, without citations from the author of the paper, (a) quickly in any good library and (b) usually in a variety of secondary sources.  Facts that are common knowledge do not require documentation.
PARAPHRASING - - “Complete rewording, using one’s own sentence struc-ture” (Honor System Guidebook and Constitution, 8). If not common knowledge, even paraphrased information must be documented.

QUOTED MATTER - - All direct quotations a) must be enclosed in quotation marks and b) must be documented.

NOTE: Even if the author’s name and the title of the work in which quotations appear are cited in the narrative, the quotations a) must be in quotation marks and b) must be documented.

Need for quotation marks: Even if the source is documented in a footnote, another person’s words must be in quotation marks.  If they are not, it will appear as if the ideas belong to the documented source but that the words belong to the author of the paper.  In fact, both ideas and words belong to the cited source.  Claiming either as yours is plagiarism.

General rule: Quotations of more than three consecutive significant words should be enclosed in quotation marks.  But sometimes even a single word can be significant and require quotation marks and, of course, documentation.

